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ist December, 1949 


Mr. Joseph M. Levy, 
451 WestrEnd Avenue, 
New York, 24, N.Y. 


M, Veco et 
You are a lousy correspondent, but I expect your early 
training teaches you to write by cable. 


T hope you have had my main report by now. ‘There still 
are to come the special reports from Baghdad. T am disappointed 
that they are delayed, but have just sent off a reminder. 


T thought it well last week to make some appointments in 
London in which the main issues in my report could be discussed, 
and thie is just a brief report on these interviews. TI had 
8 very cordial talk with Paul Warburg at the U.S. Hmbassy, whose 
contacts, by the way, with the foreign Office should be extremely 
useful to you. I promised him a copy of my report, and after 
he has read it he will advise me as to whether it is the approp- 
riate document and the appropriate moment to show it to Michael 
Wright, who is now on the Middle dast desk at the Foreign Office. 
Unfortunately, the !rench railway strike delayed my return until 
Warburg had left for the States. Can you get in touch with him 
and give hima copy. (If you need anymore copies, please let 
me know). He also undertook to show it to His brother Sdward, 
because of the JDC's concern with the Syrian aspects of it. 

T had very fruitful discussions with some of our Christian 
ieaders and you may rest assured that the document is now safely 
in the hands of Uanterbury. Incidentally, I had a delightful 
interview with Dr. Hliash, the Israeli Minister to St. James', 
wnd I think: wasryery-gratéful to get an eye-witness account, 

and while he did not seem prepared wholly to accept my version 
of the Baghdad affair, he has nevertheless communicated to the 
Israeli Government an expregsion of his concern at the consequence 
of their propaganda on Jewish minorities. I think the most 
Amportant thing to report of my interview with him was his almost 
Complete rejection of my report that no one favoured exchange 

of population, He was emphatic in his view that, given freedom 
of movement, all the Iragi Jews would leave Baghdad within a few 


\ as 








WOlAIVIG_ 33DUISA 23IHDAUHD IO JDWUOD GiiOw 


it be stewie 
biA dowd-stal baw noitainteno2 to tnamhogsO sAT 

Soe dt Bek OS haas we oe 
sonar c se 
oa sou AVBWE wong sie oh stuoy St 0 rated IM ey Ze 
ie? 9 


seth BD 
SHAD sep eimelO. 





TYO\ae 


En Geel ,zedmecss Jel 





U dqosok 06 
bok seo Lek 
1 AS s10¥ -wdK 





ee 


<a0 uo toeqie T,avd ;3astmoqeerio yavol s ors uoY 
288805: testy OF Usy Boroeot gatntats 








A Lfise oreti. .won vo srojes olan er San ovat oy oqo T 
Hasrtoqena than tT ~ Aehtund sort etrocet Istovqn os amos of ors 
tobalmet » Ito tnon seul bved tnd ,beyolod ese wets Feds, 





at etasmsnioggs emot oxen or Aeow Sani Liew'sl tdavont I 
jbeaaposth eg Aizoo Jroget va ch seven! cian oft dotiw. ak nohaot 
bid I ewotwresnt ‘osats ac-s1oqet Tetzs a tanh cl stds bas 
5 aaode | yeeodat 2,0 edt te ytwd=s)' igatl dilw ified Lalhtoo yiev 2 
\ yfemetexs ed Biyote soltio, agieito: eit dtlw ,yew edt yd ,atontnos 
+ -qe7ta boa. Hoyer Ym to G99 A ald beelsosq 1 .voy ot Lu'tezu 
<qorgde od? ef tf redseitw od ne om saivhe (Liv od 3} beer end oft 
fondois of 32 wore o¢ tnemon esi tqozis ext bne goamuoob etaly 
-OolT10 ogtetoS wit 32 Yeeb Peek BLDHAT edd no won 2! osw , tight 
: fisnu. nistet ya beysieS exkise vevilat domed: ods , ylesoausTo ta) 
mis étiw dowod at tex vox ney .3etath eks tod Jisl dad yrudaaw 
ek cebsiq ,Eetgoo etomyns deo soy 22). .xGdoo.s mid evig bis 
whrawbs torltord eft os th wore-ot doosieba cele sH —-(wond- em 
wt Yo) Soeuss nelbte siz gil arsenos e'Odt ed¢ to ‘suukoed 
metyeiado xo to) ence Asiw amoteasoats, 2iivrs, yey fis T 
yieree wore! .tusmtioob sid tent Sespaes #eex ven yoy bas etshssl 
= ae, twisdgileh-s bat I ,¢ylleseebtorl <-ywidtetasd 10 ebhasd eft nt 
\= \ 2amBh. Jo ot tosatalm ffestel ois ydeetif-. 7k dtlw. watvresat 
= “gtaiieoob Beentin-sye ne $63 of Sytésasacqrsyieew Anise Lhe 
moletey yr tqes0s of yflodw baeqesq mebe Jon bib od elidw bas 
: ) ery oF betastovmmoe eselensisysa sat of ,tistte babdges sift ‘to 
2 sonorpsenos ai ga nrsode9 aid Yo nolesemqxs an Jasmnisvoo tlest: 
#2om edt Anidd? I -,esidtionia daiwel ao 2baegsqotq tient to 
decmis aid ase ald dotw weiwie?ci ymto $xogset of sci Jusdiog@t 
eynedexs betsovat ent om ¢m¢ dtoqgst ym to Holtos{e7 stelomed™ 
- mobeett cevis: ;Jadt welv eid al sisadqns sow 2: .tolttalugoy To 
a vel s alitiw Sebdus8 syssi Bivow awet tgevi sd> ifs ,tnomsvom to 












































years. I am beginning to realise how impossible it is to be 
dogmatic on these issues, but I continue convinced that Sliash 
is wrong. 


I am glad to say thet feirly serious notice is already 
being given to my criticisms of the anti-semitic attitude of 
Christian leadership in the Middle East, One final point: I 
do not know if you have seen an announcement that owing to the 
"11] treatment of Iranians in Iraq", all Iraqis in Iran have 
been given notice to quit the country within three months, I 
am given to understand that the great majority of Iraqis in 
Iran are Jews. It is just possible that your fellow-countrymen 
have recently treated the Shah in Shah with sufficient deference 
that some persuasion might be brought to bear. 





If there are any other lines of action you think I can 
follow up, please let me know. In the meantime, I shall just 


pursue those that occur to me 
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Mr. Joseph Levy, 
451 West End Avenue, 
New York, 24, N.Y. 
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I am just back from my journeyings, and am making this 
letter my first duty. You will have understood, I am sure, 
that my long silence has been of deliberate intent, and not 
of indifference, I was astonished at the rigours of censor- 
ship in the Arab states and felt it unwise to send a letter 
of this kind even to Edgar's address. I shall be preparing 
immediately a full report, but I know from your concern that 
you would like immediate information on the Baghdad situation. 


n Beirut, as old Mr. Dichy is seriously 111, I made 
Dr. Peost Attie my main contact and source of information. 
He is the active head of your community there, a distinguished 
surgeon who not only runs his own hospitel but is the senior 
surgeon at the Government hospital. He has recently returned 
from Paris where, although surprisingly enough he had made no 
contact with Zach and his people, he had been in close touch 
with a number of Iraqi Jews who were there. You probably know 
that some months ago, the passports of all Iraqi Jews were 
cancelled and that as a consequence any of them who were out of 
Iraq became in effect stateless persons and were unable to travel. 
While in Paris, Attie found that this policy had been reversed, 
passports were being re-issued, and the general feeling amongst 
the Jews was that the situation in Baghdad was sufficiently 
promising to justify those who wished to do so in returning home. 
You can understand that your first cable was something of a 
puzzle tous in the light of this information. Hower gus /y the 
time I returned from Transjordania, Attie and his ass 
Mr. Costi, had picked up an Israeli radio broadcast which had 
described a brutal attack on Baghdadi Jews “while they were at 
prayer" and the arrest and imprisonment of some 40 of them. I 
left at once for Baghdad to see what I could discover and do. 


This was quite the most difficult part of my mission, I haa 
no excuse for visiting Iraq on the basis of Arab refugee problems, 
and it was difficult to open doors in other ways, However, I had 
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anticipated this, and got IRO to charge me with a small but 
definite mission there. My first couple of days were completely 
frustrating. I had been specifically warned to make no direct 
approach to anyJew, and anybody else I spoke to closed up like 
a clam when I’got to the real purpose of my mission, However, 
perseverance and a few parties made a difference, and I think 
I got the breaks in the end. The people who were both helpful 
and informative were,mainly,the Chargé d'affaires and the First 
Secretary at the British ambassy, with whom I spent a long 
morning session; the British chaplain in Baghdad, who was both 
extremely well-informed and very critical of his Ambassador, a 
very high official of the Ministry of the Interior, two Iraqi 
colonels high-placed in the Ministry of Defence, and a couple 
of business men, 


First of all, the facts regarding this latest incident - 
I have checked end rechecked them, and apart from quite minor 
discrepancies, got the same story from so many sources that 
I am bound to accept it es substantially true. It appears that 
a small Zionist group accused of subversive activities (which 
amounted mainly to the smuggling of younger Jews out of Iraq) 
had been discovered and a number of arrests made with the 
customary brutality of the oriental police. As a consequence 
of these arrests, a group of younger and apparently hot-headed 
Jews, mostly Zionists but for some obscure reason including a 
few Communists, staged a rowdy demonstration one or two. evenings 
later. They proceeded to the house of the Chief Rabbi, and 
demanded that he should join them and become leader and spokes- 
man of their demonstretion. The Chief Rabbi declined and 
addressed the group, reminding them that while they were Jews 
by race and religion, they were Iraqis by nationality, and had 
a duty and a loyalty to their State, This proved an unpopular 
argument, and he was hustled off and forced to join the demon- 
stration. In the process he suffered a few minor bruises but 
no great physical harm. It appears that this incident was an 
opportunity of a lifetime to the Baghdad police, whd within 
less than twenty minutes broke up the demonstration in order to 
rescue the Chief Rabbi and clap 40 of the leaders into jail - 
they will in due course be charged with a breach of the peace. 
There are wild rumours of beatings and torturings in jail, but 
it was quite impossible to get at the real truth, We can assume 
at any rate that jail treatment in Iraq, irrespective of the 
person's race, is pretty tough. 


I should perhaps add that one of the things which interested 
me most was the general esteem and reverence which the Iraqis 
themselves show for the Chief Rabbi. They tell me that he is 
even saluted by the police and there is certainly evidence of 
the deep-seated respect of a Moslem for the spiritual head of 
any religious community. He may of course be a little more 
popular since the incident, but I try to make allowances for that. 


In investigating the general situation, and particularlyn 
in the light of this incident, I cannot but feel that, apart from 
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the kind of endemic anti-semitism which has created ghettos 

and Jewish quarters, there is no new emanation of anti-semitism 
as such in Baghdad, But everybody will admit to you frankly and 
openly that violent ant{i-Zionism is offietal public policy. 

It seemed to me on the whole good that,after some years of 
refusing to distinguish between the two,the Iraqis are now 
differentiating between "Iraqi Jew" and "Zionist traitor". So 
faras I could see the main restrictions on the Jew per se were 
(a) he could only travel with great difficulty and after depositing 
a bail of £2,000, and ander no circumstances could he travel to 
Israel, (b) he was wmwilling to be out of doors after dark. 

(c) he was discouraged from teaching Hebrew to his children, 

(@) he was constantly subjected to petty blackmail by local 
police officers (I had a large number of examples of this form 
of persecution if you need them). Zionism, on the contrary, 

49 a legal crime, is proscribed as treason and punished accord~ 
ingly. I was warned from more than once source that the 
present tendency of Israeli propaganda against Iraq, particulany 
its radio propaganda, is seriously embarrassing the Iraqi Jews 
and is calcylated more than anything else to get them all 
treated as though they were Zionist. 


With regard to any specific action, and I realise that 
you wanted action from me far more than information, I was able 
to do very little. Direct intervention seemed out of the question, 
and I was assured by our Chargé a!affairs that it would not be 
helpful at the moment. I told him there was a general feeling 
that H.M.G, could ease things considerably if they took a 
stronger line, and his reply was that British intervention in 
Iraq's internal affairs was not as great as the Americans think, 
was very much resented and was not calculated to help the Jews 
but on the contrary might harm them, TI did learn that both the 
Foreign Office and the State Department had asked for reports. 
on the incident, and while I saw neither of these reports I 
understood that the British Ambassador said there was nothing 
to worry about, but the American Minister was a little less 
negative than this, but did not express undue alarm. Yor your 
private information, His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador in 
Baghdad is a most unfortunate representative both generally and 
from our point of view. I was glad to find, however, that this 
view was shared by 4 number of his staff. In view of the 
imadequacy of the official reports on this question, T stuck my 
neck out and have commissioned an unofficial report which will 
be compiled by a wholly trustworthy person from « variety of 
sources, It comes to me through the diplomatic bag, and I expect 
it next week. One copy goes dutomatically to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, one will come to you, and it has occured to me 
+hat as a British Financial Mission is due in Baghdad during 
this month to resume negotiations with the Government on their 
recent loan, you may think it advisable for a copy to go to 
Stafford Cripps, in the hope that where the Voreign Office is 
inactive, the Treasury may put the screws on. Finally, in view 
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of the fect that what appears to be the truth of this story so 
411 accords with the Israeli version, I have eS. a separate 
report on it to be sent to me, again through the bag, by one 
whom T am assured is one of the most reliable Jewish leaders in 
the city. Irefer to Szra Menachem Daniel. It was unwise for 
me to ses hin myself, but one of my Iraqi colonels and the 
British chaplain undertook to see him for me and assured me that 
it would be quite easy for them, 


Ag’ you will see, it is not a very satisfactory result, but 
it does at least guarantee us reliable information and suggest 
possible lines of further action. You did not, I am gure, expect 
me actually to get people out of jail, I have also , by 
the way, that through a special source that we need not go into 
Ezra Menachem Daniel can communicate with me at any time through 
diplomatic channels. If there is anything further you think I 
could do from here, please let me know at once, ieanwhile, I 
would urge upon you to get the Israeli propaganda machine to 
pipe down on Iraq. They are very resentful of what is being 
Said at the moment, partioularly of what they describe as a 
deliberate distortion of this incident, and the time is inevitably 
coming when they will take it out of the Jews if it does not 
stop, 


Dillon Myer had asked me if, while I was in Iraq, I would 
make inquiries as to what the general attitude was with regard 
to exchange of population whereby Arab refugees woudd be admitted 
to the country in place of the present Jews, You probably know 
that in one of his most indiscrets moments, Nuri Said had suggested 
such @ solution, although he subsequently denied it. I was more 
than interested to find Iraqi leaders, H.M.C., and Jewish opinion 
unanimously against it. ‘The Iraqis with whom I spoke quite 
frankly and openly admitted that such an exchange would finally 
cripple their commercial life, Time and again they pointed to 
Jewish leaders who were key men in their international trade and 
finance. Under cross questioning, they did however admit that 
they were not quite so certain that these men's sons would have 
the opportunity of inheriting the influence and position of their 
fathers in Iraq's commercial life. H.M.G. shared with them in 
opposing such a proposal firmly and indefinitely. They did not 
believe it could happen voluntarily and were sure it could not 
happen humanely. In their view any such exchange wowl@ amounted 
to the expropriation and expulsion of the wealthy Jows. ‘Their 
Second objection was again the commercial one, as they were Z 
convinced that the Iraqi economy could not stand such a loss 
key man power. Perhaps even more encouraging was the third 
objection that H.M.G. was not willing to countenance the 
Sstablishment of theocracies in the Arab states and the assump- 
tion that religious minorities could no longer live and be 
tolerated in them. The Jews are against it because they are 
sure it would involve them in unnecessary impoverishment. I 
emphasise “iimnecessary" because when I asked whether impoverishment 
was not inevitable anyway, they were quite sure that it was not, 
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‘That for the moment must be my more immediate report. 
I have been uneasy lest I too innocently accepted what is tanta 
mount to a whitewashing of this incident, but my sources of 
information were so varied ani in general would have been so 
antipathetic to each other, that I cannot but feel that I have 
got substantially near the truth. You will appreciate that I 
went out to look for the trutfand not just for a story that 
might better have suited your committee. I hope by next week 
to send you my more general report covering the situation in 
Seypt, the Lebanon and Syria, and dealing with certain aspects 
of anti-semitism in high places which I was very upset to discover. 
If it is of interest to you, I-shall also be glad to send you 
for your personal information a copy of my report on the 
Arab refugee situation and the substantial disillusionment of 


the Clapp Mission. 
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Elfan Rees. 
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MIDDLE EAST MISSION, OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1949 


Report o! an Rees to the Department of Inter-chureh Aid 
and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches 





Mandate 





On 8th October, the Administrative Committee of the 
Department authorised me "to undertake an immediate mission 
to the Middle Zast on behalf of the ‘orld Council of Churches, 
to consult with appropriate leaders and agencies and report 
on the situation and needs of refugees, displaced persons, and 
other distressed groups, and the resultant problems of the 
local Churches," 


itinerary 


I left Geneva on 1lth October, and travelled to Egypt, 

the Lebanon, Syria, Transjordan, Arab Palestine, and Iraq. 

I visited, inter alia, Cairo, Beirut, Tyre, Sidon, Damascus, 
Deraa, aman, Js saalt, Jericho, Bethany, Jerusalem and Baghdad. 
I also spent some time in the remoter villages of Transjordan, 


Consultations 


I was everywhere most cordially received, and we are 
indebted to a great oumber of people for their sympathetic 
readiness to provide information and to assist my mission in 
every possible way. 


Official contacts were made and maintained throughout with 
the refugee specialists of the United Nations’ Jconomic Survey 
(the Clapp Mission), particularly with Mr. Dillon Myer and Miss 
Molly Flynn (his assistant), Mr. John Reedman (Administrative 
Officer to the Mission), aad Mr. James Baster (Zconomic Assistant). 
Other consultations were held vith Mr, James Keane, and General 
Collins (U.il, Relief for Palestine lefugees); Dr. Pierre 
Descouriers (Middle East Director for UNICEF}; officials of 
the League of Red Cross Societies, particularly Miss Johnston 
and ifr, Reiser; I was also much helped by His Britannic 
Majesty's diplomatic representatives in the Middle East, 
particularly Philip Broadmead, isq., our Minister in Damascus, 
and Humphrey Trevelyan, sq., our Couasellor of Embassy at 
Baghdad. I also hac the good fortune to meet Sir John sours 
head of the British Middle Zast Office, in the home of the 
Bishop in seypt. 








Chureh leaders and missionaries were of course my most 
special helpers. During my tour I had nuétous consultations 
with Dr. Gaius Greenslade (American Mission, Beirut), Miss 
Simonsen (British Syrian Mission, Beirut), Miss Nash (British 
Syrian Mission, Damascus), hiiss Christie (Irish Prebyterian 
Mission to the Jews, Damascus), the Bishop in Jerusalem, 
Archdeacon McInnes, Canon Carl Witton-Davies (Jerusalem), Canon 
Roberts (Baghdad), the Kev. Harold Adkins (Beirut), Miss Moore 
(CMS, Jerusalem), Miss Coate (CMS, Zs Saalt), Dr. Moll and 
Mr. Malikian (LIF, Jerusalem), Miss Spears (Y/CA, Lebanon), 
Mr. Joha Barwick (YMCA, Middle Hast), the Rev. Farid Audeh 
(Beirut), Mr. and Mrs. Don Stevenson (AFSC, Middle East), 

Mr. and Mrs, Charles Reed (AFSC, Gaza), the Bishop in Egypt, 
Mr. Morrison (Near sast Missionary Council, Cairo), Canon Max 
Varren (CMS). Throughout my work I had great assistance and 
much friendship from the Kev. Horace McMullen, Principal of 
the Near Hast School of Theology and representative of the 
Congregational Christian Service Committee. 


In my study of minority problems, I received much help and 
wise advice from the leaders of the Jewish communities in the 
Lebanon and Syria, and in particular from Dr. Joseph Attie of 
Beirut. 


Narrative 


I am persuaded that in any survey of the Arab refugee problem, 
the so-called “Gaza strip’ must be treated as a separate issue 
at no time and in no particular do general observations on the 
refugee problem in the Arab states proper, apply to the situation 
which exists in and around Gaza. Here, on a strip of sand some 
16 miles miles long and 5 miles deep, bounded on one side by the 
sea, on two sides by Israeli forces and on the fourth side by 
Egyptian forces, are 230,000 refugees, inadequately housed in 
insufficient tentage, who must surely constitute one of the 
most desperate of all refugee groups. There is very general 
agreement that while their ration of food is regular, in every 
other respect their situation is desperate. Accommodation, 
clothing, and bedding are completely inadequate, opportunities 
of employment are non-existant, movement is impossible, and 
recreation and educational needs are far beyond the very limited 
resources available to mest them. There is no solution to this 
problem on the spot, and it is quite clear that either repat- 
tiation or resettlemant, or both, must be accepted as the only 
possible way of dealing with this problem. The administration 
of relief is in the admirable hands of the Society of iriends, 
but the achievement of a solution is a political and economic 
issue vhich surely calls for urgent priority attention by 
Unitea Nations. 





en 





The most recent count of Arab refugees accepted by the 
Clapp Mission gives a figure of 820,000. Of these some 230,000 
are in the Gaza strip and the rest divided between the Lebanon, 
Syria, Transjordan, Arab Palestine - these being the major 
areas of asylum ~- Egypt, and a very small number in Iraq, 


It must be noted that, unless specifically indicated, all 
further reference in this report to Arab refugees is confined 
to those in the Arab states proper and does not apply to Gaza, 


20% of the refugees, at most, are to be found in camps, 
the remainder aro billetted in the larger towns or aro free 
living in the villages. I visited camps a Tyre, Sidon, Beirut, 
near Damascus, Amman, and Jericho. I am of the unexpected 
opinion that while it is of course 
de-humanising way of living, the Arab refuges camps were in some 
cases better than the so-called sub-standard camps of German 
expelloes in Bavaria and Schleswig-Holstein. Of tho camps that 
I visited, only one appeared to me to rank with the worst that 
T have ever seen. 





Agglomerations of human beings in distress are always 
heart-ronding and depressing sights and it is true of course in 
a particular degroo of Arab refugee camps. ‘The real tragedy 
of the refugee, however, is to be found not by comparing a 
refugoe camp, usually favourgbly, with that of some neighbouring 
Bedawi, but by understanding the pathotio longing of those 
people for their homes, thoir hills, and their flocks; by 
finding amongst them townspeople of good education and fine 
records of service as officials under the Mandate, judges, 
lawyers, doctors and teachers; and by realising tho progressive 
deterioration and domoralisation that a failuro to establish 
them is briming about. The two most notable psychological 
problems amongst the refugees are their insistence that ropat- 
riation alone will solve their problem and thoir consequent 
refusal even to think in terms of resettlement; and at the 
same time and related to this, their reluctance to think of 
works schemes which would thus bog the question of repatriation. 


The standard of life and habits of life of the Arab are 
such that it is not oasy superficially to distinguish between 
a native and a refugee. On a camp comparison, Bedawi camps 
are infinitely more primitive than refuges camps, but omhas to 
remember that tho Bedawi are nomads and the refugees were settled, 
house;dwelling poople. In the villages and towns, where the 
large majority of refugees have established themselves in some 
sort of independant accommodation, it is even more difficult 
to make a distinction. A survey in a Transjordan village, which 
was thorough in its extent though small as a sample, suggested 
to me that on tests of accommodation, fecding, and medical care, 
the refugee is at the least as well off as the native. The 
village accommodation is certainly bad, but is occupiod in cqual 
proportions by native and refugee. The ropular distribution of 








the UNRPR ration is a guarantee of a reasonable standard of 
nutrition, and there are in fact and in consequence very, very 
few signs of malnutrition amongst the refugees. By local 
standards of medical care, the availability to the refugees of 
milk centres, mobile clinics, and hospitalisation facilities, 
give them a clear advantage over natives. It was necessary 
therefore to probe further in order to find circumstances which 
would justify a Christian concern for the refugee as a priority 
category rather than for the standard of life of Arabs in 
general. It would appear that the fundamental digbilities 
peculiar to the refugee and making his lot that much harder than 
that of the native were to be found in matters of employment, 
clothing and educational facilities, In Egypt and the Lebanon, 
employment is denied altogether to refugees. While it is 
permitted in Trans jordan and Syria, the present economies of 
these countries make the absorption of the refugees into full 
employment difficult if not impossible. Numbers of them have 
found work as agricultural labourers with local sheiks, and some 
small numbers of the more enterprising have established them- 
selves in self-employing businesses, and a few pioneer attempts 
at establishing new cottage industries are being made, It never- 
theless remains true that the great majority of heads of families 
are unemployed and likely to remain so, failing some major 
capital investment in Works Projects. This lack of employment 
and consequent lack in cash income is the basis of other 
difficulties. Hardly any of the refugees possess a wardrobe 

of any kind - the need of warm clothing and of bed clothing 

is paramount and urgent. In Transjordan, the Xed Cross can 
contemplate for this winter a blanket distribution of not more 
than one per family, allowing 5.5 persons to a family, The need 
for help is serious :n Transjordan and the winter is hard. 
Finally, while some efforts at providing elementary education 
are being made, in camps by UNESCO, and elsewhere by the voluntary 
efforts of the Roman Catholic Church, OMS in Transjordan, and 
the Congregational Christian Service Committee in the Lebanon, 
ete., less than half the young children are receiving any educ- 
ation at all. The situation in regard to secondary education is 
even worse. Hardly any of the children of the age and standard 
for secondary education, including many who had already begun it 
in Palestine, are being attended to. 


The attitudes of refugees to their future varies very 
considerably from plase to place and varies very remarkably as 
between the clearly organised attitudes of those in camps and 
the individual opinions of the free-living. I found at least 
as much criticism of United Nations as I fowid anti-semitism, 
I found refugees who had fled from Haifa not because they were 
afraid to live in Israel, but because they had been misled into 
expecting an Arab victory, and were more afraid of Abdulleh's 
vengeance on “collaborators” than of "Jewish terror." IT found 
many who had been evacuated by well-meaning British troops 
during the Mandate, and who remsined convinced that one day 








British troops would return to repatriate them. The camp: 
themselves are the centres of political organisation, A visit 
from someone suspected of representing United Nations produces 
an immediate display of black flags, and almost inevitably a 
hostile demonstration. In my judgment, the continved existence 
of these camps, and the golden opportunity they afford the 
agitator, is in itself a serious menace to peace in the Middle 
East, 


Relief and Remedial Measures 


The relief measures undertaken by United Nations are fairly 
well known. There is no doubt whatsoever that this action has 
saved the lives of thousands of refugees and has maintained 
almost all of them in a surprisingly good state of health. The 
administrative michinery itself is clumsy and ponderous, 
established es it was to reflect the varying situations that 
existed at the time. UNRPR is the official agency for the 
administration of the UN fund for Arab refugees. It confines 
itself in fact to supply action and co-ordination, delegating 
operational and distributional duties to the AFSC for the Gaza 
strip, the League of Red Cross Societies for the Arab states, 
and the International Red Cross Committee for Arab Palestine. 
Certain special services eve also rendered by UNICEF and UNESCO, 
and there is of course in addition the sporadic and ill 
co-ordinated activities of a number of voluntary societies. In 
the face of such cumbersome machinery, it is remarkable that 
UNRPR has done so good a job. It is labouring now under the 
difficulties of a serious shortage, amounting to almost one-third 
of the need, of tentage and blankets, and it has in my view been 
forced all along to work on very narrow terms of reference which 
confined 1t to keeping the refugee alive without contributing 
anything to the maintenance of his interest in life. It is to 
be hoped that the recommendations of the Clapp Mission will 
increase the resources of UNRPR, simplify its machinery, and 
broaden its terms of reference. 


Tt would appear natural that after reference to U.N. action 
a report of this nature would deal with relief activities for 
their own fellow-sufferers by the Arab states themselves. AS 
far as I could discover, there is no such activity. Egyptian 
treatment of refugees in that country is scandalous and amounts 
mainly to pushing them across the line into the Gaza strip, 
It is even more to be regretted that the lebanon, with a 
Christian government, denies its refugees the opportunity of 
employment, tolerates them in its couatry with ill-concealed 
disfavour and talks consistently of their repatriation. 


The uncertainties of Syrian polities, as of economics, make 
it difficult to comment on that country. I visited one camp 
which was really a solid village, which had grown vp as an asylum 
for Armenian refugees of an earlier generation and is still in 











part occupied by them. It would seem that both by permission to 
work and the general tendency to leave them alone that there is 
a fair measure of tolerance for the refugees in Syria. 


In Transjordan, the refugee is already showing signs of 
becoming a positive asset. Five Palestinians already hold port- 
folios in the Government, tomatoes and watermelons never 
previously grown there are now being cultivated by refugees, and 
it may well be that the standards of that country in adminis- 
tration, in education end in cultivation will definitely 
increase if funds become available to facilitate the employment 
of refugees. 


In Arab Palestine, the present uncertainty and the continued 
fear of the breakdown of negotiations and of renewed hostilities, 
and of trouble over the future of Jerusalem, make life very 
difficult. The refugee is perhaps worse off here than in any 
other of the states. However, it must be noted that he is no 
worse off and indeed in some ways better off than the poverty 
stricken native of the 0ld City of Jerusalem. There is a degree 
of pauperisation and indigence amongst the population of Jeru- 
salem which is quite appalling, and it seems at the moment an 
absurd anomaly that the International Red Cross is able to feed 
and maintain those who have come from outside, and is precluded 
from doing the same for those in equal need who have been there 
all the time. All competent observers agreed that the Jerusalem 
situation was far worse than that in Bethlehem and that attempts 
to give Bethlehem priority in aid were not justified by the 
facts. It is also clearly absurd that the rigid application of 
refugee terms of reference means that refugees who have the 
enterprise and courage to return to their homes in the border 
villages are immediately ruled to be repatriated and therefore 
ineligible for further assistance, in spite of the fact that it 
will be next spring before they can grow their first crop. 


I am regretfully persuaded not only that the Arab states 
are doing nothing to help the refugees, but that their attitude 
towards them is positively uncharitable and unhelpful, and that 
the only concern they have for them lies in their political 
value as a bargaining point at Lake Success, and before the bar 
of public opinion. 


It follows from this complete absence of Arab relief work 
that while 95% of the refugees are Moslem, 95% of the voluntary 
relief work amongst them is Christian in origin. TI have tried 
+o study, not dispassionately but with friendly bias, the approach 
of Christian agencies to this problem at its level of need. If 
my findings are critical they should not be allowed to obscure 
the deep concern of Christian leaders and field workers in the 
Middle East for the Arab refugees, and the great volume of hard 
and thankless work that is being undertaken by people who are 
already pre-occupied and over-burdened by their appointed tasks. 








As an overall observation, the greater part of Christian 
relief action is being undertaken as an ancillary effort by the 
missionary societies and pathetically little of it is being 
undertaken by or channelled through the native Churches. The 
explanation of this is the comparative weakness and poverty of 
the native Churches and the pre-occupation of their pastors with 
exclusively Christian groups. I cannot but feel however that a 
great opportunity of strengthening native churches is being 
allowed to slip by and that an impressive impact of Christian 
charity on Moslem need is going by default. It is I think 
particularly unfortunate that material supplies contributed by 
Churches are so distributed that the origin of the gift is so 
frequently lost sight of. Some of the smaller missio: 
societies naturally and I think rightly are afraid to become too 
involved in refuges relief for feat lest they be diverted from 
their proper task and calling. Others organise the distribution 
of supplies and sducational work, but it seems to have been left 
to the Church Missionary Society and to the direct and notable 
action of the Lutheran World Federation im Jerusalem, to under- 
take major operations. The resources and the resourcefulness 
of the LWF excited my deepest admiration, I am certain that with 
broadminded indifference as to creeds and a ecnsern only for 
needs, they are undertaking a remarkable piece of work which 
deserves all the support they can get. The CMS, on a broader 
basis and with personnel and contacts covering a wider fiold, 
seem also to me to be doing an admirable and valiant work. In 
education, in Christian leadership, in the development of 
occupational experiments and cottage industries, they are the 
real pioncers. The degree to which their field workers have 
become the expert consultants of the Red Cross people is in 
itself testimony to their great work. 


These things on the orsdit side being noted, however, there 
is much in the picture that gives cause for concern. I attended 
meetings both of the General Co-ordinating Committes of all 
Voluntary Agencies and of the Central Committee for Palestine 
Refugee Relicf of the United Missionary Council. The Co-ordin- 
ating Committee was an utter disappoi: tment to me, It showed 
no sense of an overall approach to the problem or any desire or 
intention to make an overall plan, and it was particularly 
unfortunate that so sterile a meeting should be one to which 
Mr. Dillon Myer was invited. The Central Committee of the UMD 
appear to be much nearer to the ground, but I cannot withhold 
the comment that it seemed to be more central in its location 
than in its membership. It was, I believe, established by the 
Near East Missionary Council, and was deeigncd to co-ordinate 
the work of a sub-committee in Jerusalem and another one in 
Egypt. The attendance and the actions taken were, however, 
wholly local, and there seemed to be little correlation between 
operations decided upon there and needs in Gaza in particular 
and other remoter areas in general. The committee had prepared 
with meticulous care a budget for submission to Church World 
Service of $160,000 and learnt with pleasure at its meeting 
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that this had been increased by Church World Service itself to 
an asking of $200,000. It is a carefully prepared document which 
does provide for a better coverage of work, but the effectiveness 
of this committee as a co-ordinating body will surely depend 
upon the regularity with which its members from further afield 
than the Lebanon attend its mestings. While the Rov. Farid Audeh 
is an active member representing the native Evangelical Churches, 
there is no representative of the Orthodox Church. 


I am of the opinion that the most serious lacuna in Christian 
refugee action in the Middle East is the absence of any real 
contact and collaboration with the ancient Churches. This is 
all the more to be regretted as most of the Christians amongst 
the refugees with whom we are concerned are members of the 
Orthodox Church. There are admittedly some special difficulties 
in the way, notably (1) that any such collaboration would of 
necessity have to be with the Hierarchy, which is Greek in 
composition, whereas the help should reach parish level, whose 
leadership is Arab and between whom and the Hierarchy tnere is 
a long-standing schism. (2) it is exceedingly difficult for 
even relief work conducted by missionary societies to gain the 
confidence of Orthodox leaders in view of the fact that the 
Evangelical Churches established as a result of missionary enter- 
prise, and very particularly those of the Reformed order, 
have been built up almost entirely of converts from the ancient 
Churches, It may therefore well be that, in order to repair 
this serious deficiency in Christian planning and action in the 
Middlo Bast, an ecumenical rather than a missionary approach is 
essential. 


A further problem is arising from the, perhaps undorstand- 
able, failure of the native Churches to distinguish between 
inter-church aid and service to refugees, and their tendency to 
appeal for the former in the name of the latver. All the Churches 
are in need of inter-church aid. The Arab Evangelicai Episcopal 
Church gets perhaps the most consistent help: the ancient 
churches are in the greatest need. In the case of the "younger" 
churches, there is a tendency for some missionary societies to 
confuse ecclesiastical indopendence with financial self-support. 
In fact, and in present economic circumstances in the Middle 
East, it will be impossible to achieve the independence of the 
native churches without continued financial assistance, Here 
again it should be considered whether there is not a case for a 
broad ecumenical inter-church aid programme which can draw upon 
experience gained in Europe. It is cven possible that some of ' 
the fine Anglican Cathedrals in the Middlo East, which are 
becoming an increasing burden of maintenance to shrinking 
British communities, will have their only real hope of a future 
as Ecumenical Centres of worship and work. 


Om final and unhappy comment on Christian action and 
attitudes in the Middle East seems necessary. It is perhaps 
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inevitable, and certainly understandable, that, by identifying 
themselves with the refugees' sufferings, almost all of Christian 
leadership in the Middle East is pro-Arab in sympathy. It comes 
aS a rude shock to a visitor, however, to discover to how great 

@ degree these sympathies find their expression in forms of very 
positive anti-Semtisim. The Church hes indeed most grievously 
taken sides and by so doing has lost any title to mediate between 
Jew and Moslen. 


Remedies 


A concerned and highly competent Mission of United Nations 
is at present seeking solutions to the refugee problem in the 
Middle East and it would be unwise to anticipate the recommend- 
ations of Mr. Gordon Clapp or the Assembly's decisions thereon. 
It is already known that the iterim report will include 
recommendations for the continuance of relief up to March 1950, 
and that the final report will seek to deal with remedies. 





Certain major factors affecting, for good or ill, an 
ultimate solution are already obvious. Nothing will solve the 
"Gaza strip" problem save a major operation. These people must 
be moved as they clearly cannot be marooned indefinitely where 
they are, The Arab states will be reluctant to accept additions 
to an already unwelcome burden and the Israeli offer to accept 
100,000 is woefully inadequate. Perhaps the cession of the Gaza 
strip to Israel and the acceptance by that country of 170,000 
refugees is the only possible beginning of a solution to this 
particular problem. 


In the Arab states possible lines of approach to remedies 
that haye been canvassed are Integration by Works Projects, 
Resettlement by Exchange with Jewish minorities, or Redistrib- 
ution by Irrigation schemes. 


It is noted that emigretion to non-Arab countries is so 
difficult as to be impracticable as a solution. At tho same 
time it is evident to any dispassionate observer ~ though not 
to an Arab and certainly not to a refugee - that repatriation 
in numbers large enough to provide a solution is physically and 
politieally out of the question. 


Exchange of populations studied superficially appeared to 
offer some attractions as a measure which might solve not only 
the refugee problem but also that of, at least potentially, 
oppressed minorities in the Arab states. Further study of the 
proposal’ however has revealed a most remarkable unanimity of 
opposition to such a plan. The Jews of the Arab states ~ the 
people most concerned - are opposed to such a plan oa economic, 








political and human rights grounds. If North Africa is included, 
there are almost one million Jews in the Arab states. Many of 
them are wealthy and long established leaders of commercial 

life. In some of the countries concerned their ancestors were 
there before the Arabs. They are optimistic about their future, 
as minority groups and point out that, except in periods of 
special tension, the Moslem world has shown a tolerance to Jewish 
minorities far superior to that shown by Christendom. ‘They do 
not believe that adequate measures can be provided to compensate 
them for loss of employment, prospects and propeyty, and they 
are opposed to a plan which would spell unnecessary ruin for 
them. Politically, they believe that they have a mission in the 
Arab states, They look to a day when peaceful relations with 
Israel exist and it will be for them to act as interpreters and 
mediators between Arab leaders and an Israel. governed very 
largely by occidental thought and habits. Finally, the Jews 
resist a proposal which denies them the right to live where they 
wish and makes them no more than the pawns of haute politique, 


Responsible Arab leaders, notably in Iraq, edmit that, in 
spite of some support of such a proposal from the!» political 
leaders, the commercial and economic life of their countries 
would be crippled by the disappearance of Jewish enterprise and 
Jewish capital. 


Representatives of the British Government in the Middle 
Hast express themselves as equally opposed to the plan on the 
grounds (a) that it could not be carried out voluntarily or 
humanely and would amount to expulsion and expropriation; 
(b) that it would be economically and commercially disastrous, 
and (c) that is wrong in principle to contemplate the Arab 
States as theocracies and to countenance the view that religious 
minorities cannot be tolerated in them. 


It would seem therefore that on all counts, Christian 
opinion should resist a policy of exchange. However superficially 
attractive it may be, the objections to it are fundamental and 
overwhelming. 


Irrigation 


The appointment of the distinguished Chairman of the 
Tennessee Valley Administration as Chairman of the Reonomic 
Survey Mission gives ground for the belief that irrigation as 
a basis for resettlement will be a major study by tho Mission 
and that plans will be developed £n its final report, Ts is 
unprofitable to anticipate these plens but opinion in irac is 
such as to discourage undue optimism, Tho Tigris and Tuphrates 
valleys are two of the largs potential areas of irrigation. No 
opinion has been voiced as to the technical practicability of 
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wish and makes them no more than the pawns of haute politique. 


Responsible Arab leaders, notably in Iraq, admit that, in 
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humanely and would amount to expulsion and expropriation; 
(b) that it would be economically and commercially disestrous, 
and (c) that is wrong in principle to contemplate the Arab 
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minorities cannot be tolerated in them, 


It would seem therefore that on all counts, Christian 
opinion should resist a policy of exchange. However superficially 
attractive it may be, the objections to it are fundamental and 
overwhelming. 
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The appointment of the distinguished Chairman of the 
Tennessee Valley Administration as Chairman of the Economic 
Survey Mission gives ground for the bolicf that irrigation as 
a basis for resettlement will be a major study by the Mission 
and that plans will be developed fn its final report, Tt is 
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valleys are two of the large potential areas of irrigation. No 
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of such schemes, Both Iraqi and British officials in Baghdad 
point out however that there are many thousands of unsettled 
Bedawi in southern Iraq who have a pre-emptive and historic 
right to any grass that might grow in these valleys, It is 
their view that any attempt to settle Palestine refugees in 
Iraq, before and in preference to Iraqi nomads, would meet with 
strong resistance. As these tribes moreover have never been 
disarmed, their resistance would be formidable and dangerous, 


It is evident that there is no quick and facile solution 
to the Arab refugee problem. Relief work, educational services 
and occupational activities will be necessary for a long time 
to come and a great deal more goodwill then is currently 
available must be forthcoming if a final solution is to be 
found. At the same time it must be emphasised that the mere 
perpetuation of a relief programme is not only deferring a 
solution, but is making its achievement prorressively more 
difficult, 


Recommendations 


The following recommendations are submitted for the 
consideration of the Department and its associated giving 
agencies, 


1. The need for continued relief is urgent. It should consist 
of clothing and blankets in almost limitless quantities and 
grants of money to facilitate education and subsistence pro- 
duction projects. While economy and efficiency commend the 

use of existing official distribution machinery, greater efforts 
ought to be made to indicate the origin of gifts and the native 
Churches should, in some way, »2 more closely associated with 
both distribution and projects. 


2. Priority of aid should be given to the Gaza strip, Trans- 
Jordan, and Arab Palestine which should include Bethlehem but 
not single it out. 


3. The native poor of Jerusalem should be included in any 
constituoney we help. 


4. If special funds could be made available, the CMS should be 
urged and helped to develop secondary education in Trans jordan. 


5. It is important to achieve a balanced assessment both of 
relative needs in various Middle East areas and of total Middle 
East needs in relation to Zuropean needs. 
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6. It is absolutely essential to correlate, and yet not 
confuse, inter-church aid and refugee relief, To this end, a 
strong bid must be made for the confidence and co-operation 
of the ancient Churches. 


7. IT am convinced that existing machinery in the Middle East 
is not equipped to fulfil the foregoing recommendations and 
that unrelated action by giving agencies, particularly in the 
sphere of inter-church aid, only further confuses the picture 

I therefore urge that the Department should affirm that the 
Middle East must in future be included in its area of ecumenical 
operations and concern and that, as a first stage, steps be 
taken to set up a Middle East Advisory Committee of the Depart- 
ment on which not only the Missionary Societies but also the 
native Churches, in particular the ancient Churches, should be 
strongly represented. 


8. In view of the major recommendation atuve, and also of the 
present uncertainties of the situation, and a general weariness 
and wariness of conferences and surveys, I do not recommend an 
ad hoc Conference on Palestine Refugee Problems. Such a study 
can far better be a first task of the proposed Advisory Committee. 


ER/JP 
15.11.49 
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Pers Offce: 30, RUE LA BOBTIE, PARIS 8, FRANCE 

| Telephones: ELYSEES 69-11, 83-63 + Cable Address: WISHCOM, PARIS 

] 





[NATHAN M OHRBACH, New York, Vice Presiden 
E 


October 21, 1949 


Dear Joe: 


I meant to write you soon after my return but there was nothing 
tangible to tell you along the lines ve discussed before my 
departure. During the month of September, Paris was dead and 
our activities vere limited to routine work. In Oétober I went 
to Germany enibecams involved in the situation there which is, 
as you kmow, becoming more and more precarious from our point 
of view. 


I have been thinking about North Africs, ani I am now making plans 
to go there myself probably in November, This will be a kind of 
preliminary investigation after which I hope to be able to de- 
velop a concrete program about which I shall be glad to inform you. 


I have been in touch with Elfan Rees before his departure for the 
Middle East, and I hope to see him in Geneva vhen he returns, 
Meanwhile, I am enclosing a report on Egypt submitted to us by a 
recent, errivel from that country,in which, I am sure, you will be 
interested. I vould like to heve your coments on this as well as 
any other subject we discussed during my stay in New York, 


Hoping to hear from you soon, 


Sincerely yours, 


Sash 


Zacherish Shuster 


Mr, Joseph Levy 
451 West End Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
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of tlie outlewed Moslem Brotherhood with cells in other «rab countries, ani to prevent 
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illegal transfers of money abroad. Ji 

large number of applications for "exit*visas" 

tes that wost of them do not intend to rensin 
Jews are more anxious than many 
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able at all ports und airdrozes in Igypt. These categories include: loslen Brothers 
and Communists wanted ty the police or suspected by the; Jews suspected of being 
Communists or of being in contact with Zionists or Jewish zations in Palestine 
or elsewhere; People whose incone tax returns are by the authorities, 
usually on alleged charges whose names ere immediately communicated to the authorities 
to prevent them from leaving the country unless the alleged due paynent (ranson?) is 
nade, Jews ure particularly "favored" in this respect. 


A law {9 now being drafted, with a view of making compulsory the submitting 
of @ certificate of clearance from the incone tax administration when leaving for 
abroad, even for o few days. What form this law will take, is still unknown. Ori- 

consti t 


4 
ginally aimed at the Jews only, 4t could not ‘tutLonally then out. It will, 
therefore, Yt all persons residing in the country, if and shen enacted. Thus, once 
more the Jews will have served ss for measures which will restrain the 


guines-pigs 
freedon of movesent of everybody ani encourage those who do uot epprove, to leave the 
country. 


Two other secret "war" measures taken in 1948 against the Jews, are still in 
foros. The first is « confidential order from the Ministry of Justice to the courts 
to withhold registration of the sake of property owned by Jews, of whatever nationality, 
before referring particulars to the Winistry fer consideretion and decision. The 
second measure is one forbidding any Jew to leave the country with more than 300 

Pounds, no matter what his capital may be. According to regulations govern- 

control it, 
up to 


5,000 Seyptien Pounds. By virtue of a secret 
order signed by Nokracht Pasha one day before hin murder took place in Cairo, this 
jowish persuasi: 
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Gther Features of Egyptian Life in Relation to Jews 


The drabic Press, Attacks on Zionists have becons sporadic, although Jews are still 
& favorite subject for fancy tales in the Press, Blackmail about and against Jews 
remains @ convenient weapon in the hands of Journalists and their publishers. The 


Lebanese Christian journalists operating in Egypt, where they used to dominate the 
Arable press, is evident, 


Btpai B'rith. Lodges no longer exist officially, and voluntarily stopped their 
activity shortly after the outbreak of war, when the paper of the "Woslea Brotherhood" 
attacked them and disclosed an inquiry ty the Prosecutor General on their objectives. 
There was no sequel. 


Jenish Press. There has been no Jewish press in Egypt since June, 1948, when the 
governnent withdrew all pernits fron their omners. All professional Jewish journalists 
have left the country this year ani are now settled in Israel. 


Jewish schools. These are flourishing in Cairo and Alexandria, only because they 
have devoted Headmasters and Uistresses, The schools are more and more subjected to 
the control of the Egyptian Minister of Education, and with the decreased funds at 
their disposal, owing to continued Jewish emigration, their future is a matter for 
speculation, 


Jewish Hospitsls. They have the same financial difficulties as the schools, Howevsr, 
no government control is exercised over then. 


This continues unabated despite all the petty difficulties put up by the 
governuent and especially by officials in the issuing of exit visas and "laisses passer*s, 
Far from discouraging would-be emigrants, these measures are in fact a further spur 
to the desire to leave the country. Bnigration is directed towards Palestine, via 
Italy. Some go to Australia, France, New Zealand and Brasil. It is impossible to go 


Gonversiong. An extraordinary phenomenon without parallel in the history and tradition 
of Egyptian Jews was provoked by the measures taken by the Egyptian governnent as 
result of its war = for | Palestine, In consequence of the fact that the Jens 

could (and can) be mishandled freely by officials of the passport administration, 
ineone tax administration, trmy and police, and secret police menbers, escape from 


Jews. A number of them sought refuge in turning Roman Catholic or Church of Zngland - 
not Moslem. Sone of the most distinguished Jewish families in Cairo and in Alexandria, 
have abandoned, without hesitation, the faith of their fathers, to the great delight 
of Christian authorities in Egypt. Intersarriage practically did not exist in Egypt 
and thus, a type of conservative Juiaisn was preserved for centuries. Conversion to 
Roman Catholic and Church of England is almost exclusively sought by well-to-do people, 
in the hope of preserving the material benefits gathered for then by their religious 
minded and hard-working forefsthers, On the whole, their departure fron the Jewish 
community 1s no cause for regret. 
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Aperican Reoresentetion in Egypt. The part played by the United States Embassy in 
Egypt in the circumstances that are molding the shape of things to cone in the Near 
East, calls only for praise when one knows how, despite the extrene reserve and 


energy of the men who head it. This 1s especially true of lr. Jefferson Patterson, 
counsellor of the Eubassy, ond ita real obief, in view of the lengthy abvences of 
the former Aubassador, lr. Griffis, whose tact ani firaness merits much reapect. 


There is no doubt that the support given by the United States Usbasay (whose premises 
were also due to be blow up by the loslen Erotherhood) to the steps undertaken last 
year by the official representatives of England, France, Italy end Greece in favor 


of their citizens who have been victimised in one way or encther, had an excellent 
effect indirectly on the fate of the Jews. 


Fateh Bemessariahion t-Barxt The first Internuncio in Egypt, Konsignor arthur 
Hughes (British-born, Ohuroh of England) who passed away sonetine ago, helped the 
Jews considerably. liven 4f appearances are against him, because of sone articles 
from his pen in the Fress of the United Kingdon, he always extended a most helping 
and understanding hand to Jews. ie was @ great san and wade it # point to entertain 
cordial and continued relations mith the Chief Rabbi of Egypt. His nene and exemple 
are worth renenbering. 


The New Exodus. A clandestine organization operating in conjunction with Israeli 
officials in Italy, exists in Kgypt, for the purpose of assisting people and especially 
s to emigrate. Plans for directing them for their new iffe have been 
‘Successfully at work even in the midst of the most tragic hours. Material assistance 
is provided ty voluntary contributions from persons who enigrate with means. very 
bona fide eaigrant of the Sephardic group receives five ixyptian Pounds fron his 
community, - the "poorer" Ashkenazi community makes a grant of fifteen Egyptien 
Pounds per head. These sums cone fron secret funds collected for this purpose, 


“ 


‘The Chief Rabbi of Seypt. The attitute of Haim Nahum Epfendi, the Turkish born 
Chief Rabbi, during the grave crisis that hir | . comunity and which enlangered 
hip own life, has been one of great dignity. With consumate skill and restraint 
he faced all the threats directed at him es the head of the comunity, and never 
hesitated to call on the Prime Minister end the Police authorities and to renonstrate 
with thea, in the darkest hours, with the seme self-assurance as in his earlier 

ip Egypt when he was a favorite of the late King Pusd ani every Egyptian and 
British official courted him for his prestice. He obtained fron authorities protection 
ty the police of all synagogues, especially on festive days. This is still in 
fores. He also arranged for visits of families to internees during their stay in 
camps or prisons and for food supplies from hone to be allowed them including matzos 
community on Jewish festival days. 


‘by the 
Yet, despite this sincere tribute paid to his great political gift, it cennot be 
denied thet after his denise he will leave the Jewish consunity of Egypt thoroughly 
unprepared to face the future, and, in essence, without a Jewish soul. Nahum Effendi 
has been descrited, in turn by Professor Dubnow and Professor Galanti, in their books, 
as having been "the grave-digger of Turkish Jewry," and the same judgrent will most 
probably be wade of him concerning Reyptisn Jewry. 


Lacking in deep religious faith and culture, Nahum Effendi has always been careful 
‘to keep fer away from him men who could in one way or another, unmask these short- 
comings. Thus, the rabbinate in Egypt, where religious allegiance ani traditional 
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feeling replace in every racial group, nationalistic ties, will be a deed organicn 
when the days of Nehun Effendi, now blind and about 75 years old, are over, There 

are no qualified Dayanin to assist him and he has repeatedly refused to engage such 
necessary assistants fron abroad. Services in the synagogues are conducted by Readers 
or locally-styled rabbis, and the spiritual needs of the youth have been left unattended 
for years, Indeed, it a sheer miracle that no more conversions have taken place, 

The blane for this situation is entirely with Nahun Effendi, who, in better times, and 
even now, if he wished to, could have easily obtained eutry visas for Egypt for at 
least two rabbis of French or English training, Unfortunately, his love for "Koved" 
stronger than any other consideration, Incidentally, it is fortunate that Alexandria 
4s provisionally headed, since the expulsion of the lest Chief Rabbi, Dr, Ml, Ventura, 

in 1948, by Rabbi M, Angel of Bulgarien origin and Egyptian citizenship, He is a 
graduate from the former Theological Seminary of Rhodes and is conscious of his mission 
end possesses all the moral and spiritual gift to make it a success, 

















If the AJC is anxious to help the Jewish community of Sgypt in its present crdsal, 
the following recommendation are submitted for considerations 


a) that a meeting be arranged with Chief Rabbi Nahum Effendi in Cairo to convey to 
him the grave concern of leaders of world Jewry at the darimess that will fall upon 
Reyptian Jewry if it is left any longer without spiritual succor and guidance, It 

is imperative that this community prepare itself for the future in a changed Arab 
world, with a virile and confident soul, This can only be brought about through 

‘the school and the pulpit. To begin with two rabbis must be brought from abroad 

(not Palestine) and Nahum Effendi can and must cooperate in getting them admitted 
inté the country to assume part of the duties to which he does not attend, Such 
steps could be made in conjunction with or through the Alliance Israelite Universelle. 





b) that @ mesting be arranged in Egypt or abroad with lr. Salvator Ciourel Bey, 
Egyptian, who is President of the Cairo Jewish Community and Chairmen of "Grands 
Magasins Cicurel! the largest department store in Egypt, end with Dr. I. G. Levi, 
Italian, whe is vice-President of the Cairo Jewish comminity, Dr, Levi is Founder 
and Secretary-General of the Federation of Egyptian Industries. Both these men 
are under the influence of the Chief Rabbi of Egypt and efforts must be madé to 
convince them of the great need for getting assistants for the Chief Rabbi, It 
is also important to disouss with these important leaders of the community the 
possibijity of enlarging and oreating more free trade-sehools in Egypt where the 
children of the Jews can be trained in menual crafts, At present only one school 
of that kind, created by the B'nai> B'rith Lodge and supported by it, exists in 
Gairo, and {ts importance in a country where white-collar employees not belenging 
to the Moslem association are nut wanted, cannot be ' overestimated, 





e) that if possible, influence should be exerted to obtein an increase in the 
quota of certificates of immigration to the United States for Egyptians, ever 
though persons other than Jews may eagerly grab at them, This would provide a 
further outlet for those feel a necessity for emigration, but do not consider 
Israel as their destination, 
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Tth October, 1949 // \ ie 


Mr. Joseph M. Levy, | 
451 West Und Avenue, 
New York, 24, N.Y. 


I am writing to let you know that the Kefugee Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, meeting yesterday, cordially 
approved my impending visit tothe Middle kast and its purposes. 
They decreed that I should go officially and solely as an 
emissary of the World Council and concern myself on their 
behalf not only with the major refugee problem but with all 
minority problems. ‘hey all felt very strongly that the part- 
ioular element in my mission which is the special concern of 
you and your colleagues might webl be invalidated if I was in 
any way officially representing you or if the basic expenses of 
my journeyings were, even in part, borne by you. Accordingly, 
they authorised that the total basic cost of the journeyings 
should be charged to our own budget. 


I think you will agree that these decisions materially 
strengthen my position as a negotiator and critic, and I believe 
I shall be able to serve our common concern that much more 
effectively. 


I will add, as the person responsible for our budget, that 
this happy decision does not preclude the possibility that, if 
the results of my mission are worth while, a donation to our 
general operations would be unwelcome, ‘hat however is a matter 
tor discussion after the event, 


Au 
fe 


Elfan Rees. 
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COMCSSION CECUMENTQUE 
POUR LES REFUGIES 
17 Route de Malagnou 


Geneve 
Elfan Rees Septenber 17, 1949 
28, Arenne de Champel 

Geneve 


Dear Joe: 


I wonder if you can read my handwriting? Most of my friends 
are rather rude about it. 


Tt was good to have your letter and I am encouraged that you 
feel things are working out the right way. Ido feel myself that a prom 
feing line of approach is opening up and that I have been very lucky in 
some of these preliminary contactas 


Lest Friday I spent two hours with Dillon Myer withwiom I am 
charmed. He promised quite specifically to include minority problems in 
his survey and has asked me to link up with him to work alongside him as 
oon as I roach Beirut. It also helps that his spocial Assietant is that 
old var horse Molly Flynn - a dear friend and colleague of mine-in the 
Middle East and a confidante of ltrs, Roosevelt. 


I am also pleased vith Desmond Marton's attitude and will be 
relying greatly on hin for any hell we may have to raise at British En 
bassies. It is time now to make bookings and reservations so perhaps 
your people had better send some’ money for ne - either by a deposit in 
my name at An Ex Geneva or @ cheque to me negotiable at~Am Bx. I have 
in fact spent a little money at Lausanne - its a sad comment on man that 
he is mich nore affable, helpful and informative if you have popped a 
moal or a drink into him. I hope this 4s oke I will oubmit a statement 
at the end of the mission, This is written from my private address which 
you can use for aryconfidential commnications. 


Greetings to Esther, the boys, yourself. 


Signed 
Elfan Rees 








WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES REFUGEE DIVISION 
The Department of Reconstruction and Inter-Church Aid 
17, route de Malagnow, GENEVA 
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ER/JP 
Confidential 


5th September, 1949 
Mr. Joseph M, Levy, 
451 West End Avenue, 
New York, 24, N.Y. 


Dear Joo; 


Things move so rapidly and changefully at Lausanne that 
it 1s not easy to keep abreast even when you are on the spot, 
let alone in communications to other people. 








8, with Gordon Clapp as 
to the inclusion of ti 








, riously meant. The impression seems 
to be gaining ground that Britain is definitely back in the Middle 
East and will be particularly responsible for Iraqi policy for as 


far ahead as we can The fact that Nuri Said has just pes 
home from London w: #10 million loan, 43 million from t 
International Bank and the rest from H.M.G., seams to lend substance 
to this theory, It is assumed the way, with equal certainty 
that the U.S. is going to run Ayr’ a. It has been a great pity from 
the point of view of our seas, special concern that Iraq is no’ 

ribet rete on the Conciliathon Commission, but it should not be 
difficult to follow the Survey party to Baghdad, I am extremely 
happy that the chairman of the party is the chairman of TVA 

because it does suggest that some of WPA approach to the 
refugee problem, which is what I gathered George MeGhee has in 
mind, is now definitely on the programme, My own feeling is that 
when this Survey is completed, the seer of emphasis in 

Middle Bast discussions will have changed for the better, I suppose 
the military problem will remain mage tay She number 1, but I do 
feel that the new approach will be on the basis of the economic 
situation much more in on the political situation, It was the 
Israeli view last week, its somewhat partisan view, that the three 
most interested parties, viz. the refugees, the Arab states and the 
Us8S., would not wish the issue to be returned to the Assembly. 











oe 


-2- 


It was the Arab view at the same time, which seems to be borne 

out by the acceptance of the American plan, that the U.S. would 
much prefer to face the Assembly again, provided the discussion 
was on the basis of dollar-aid and not of partition. The immediate 
programme for the future is that the Conciliation Commission 
Tecesses next week to re-assemble at Lake Success on October 20, 
The Survey party is expected to submit a preliminary report to 

the Commission at the end of October, 


be in draft, and them move on to Damascus and Baghdad. I have 
already put in a plug for the Survey party to hold a watching 
brief for minorities, but it will obviously be necessary to 
emphasise that again at a later stage. The United Nations Public 
Relations Officer attached to the Commission and the Survey is 

an extremely intelligent and well-informed Frenchmen, M, Albert 
who will reach Lake Suecess about October 20, and I havé tola him 
that you would be on his track to take him out to dinner as soon 
as possible, 


The last piece of news - the appointment of a man, whose 
name escapes me momentarily, who was in charge of Japanese re- 
location in the U.S., to take over Staunton Griffiths' work and 
Te-organise UNRPR on a works project rather than a relief basis, 
is an interesting anticipation of the recommendations of the 
Survey party, In our more cynical moods, it looks as though the 
Arab states will be rehabilitated by Amerifan providing the dollars, 
Israel providing the labour by driving it out, and all the rest 
of us selling our unsaleable war surplus. Five-percenters in 
Washington will be small beer compared with the twenty-five-per- 
centers we can expect in Cairo, 


I hope you enjoyed your oper sd which I have envied you, 
and it is certainly time I had a worl from yous 


Warm Grectings 


Elfan Rees, 








aE 


array i 3 spate a3 rst EN 
Dtaleky, te tek) ase Mh 
saa sven alk Bh cetosh at as 
bi MeL G At SB es 
apie beeints, 0. 


CZ e 
ites er satel 04 ie, Seid eeee 
maith fi-0 "6 ie 20 ene: 


* Boog: be gon 
KT {vin OR a4 
nek oy geo wtet ce: sa 2 ‘ay 


Lene: pai se tf . tim iuow gore L! < $ 
i ot Gat 1, or Bobs x ea @ ba ; 


4 seater cc Me 











WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHRS REFUGEE DIVISION 
The Department of Reconstruction and Inter-Church Add 
17, route de Malagnow, GENEVA 
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ER/JP 
Confidential 
5th September, 1949 

Mr. Joseph M. Levy, 
451 West End “Avenue, 
New York, 24, N.Y. 
Dear Joe; 

Things move so rapidly and changefully at Lausanne that 
4t 1s not easy to keep abreast aven when are on the spots 
let alone in communications to other people. 


However, the present situation seems to be a fairly solid 





. beon @ great pi! , See 
the point of view of our vi special concern that FF 


s 

Tepresented on the Conciliation Commission, but it should not be 
diffieult to follow the Survey party to Ba; I am oxtromely 
happy that the chairman of the party is the chairman of TVA, 
because it does s st thet some of WPA approach to the 
refugee problem, which is what I gathered George MeGhee has in 
mind, is now de: ‘tely on the programme, lly own fecling is that 
when this Survey is completed, the priorities of emphasis in 

Rave c! nged for the better. I suppose 
the military problem will remain ba Sp ged number 1, but I do 
feel that the new ore will be on the basis of the economic 
situation much more non the political situation, It was the 
Israeli view last week, its somewhat partisan view, that the three 
most interested parties, viz, the refugees, the Arab states and the 
UsS+y would not wish the issue to be returned to the Assembly. 

















2s 


It was the Arab view at the same time, which seems to be borne 

out by the acceptance of the American plan, that the U.S. would 
much prefer to face the Assembly again, provided the discussion 
was on the basis of dollar-aid and not of partition. The immediate 
programme for the future is that the Conciliation Commission 





rece: next week to re-assemble at Lake Success on October 20, 
The y party is to submit a preliminary report to 
the Commission at the end of October. 





My plans now are to leave for Beirut early in October and 
spend some days there at the critical time when the Survey will 
be in draft, and them move on to Damascus and Baghdad. I have 
already put in a plug for the Survey party to ho. watching 
brief for minorities, but it will obviously be ne ary to 
emphasise that again at a later stage. The United Nations Public 
Relations Officer attached to the Commission and the Surve; 
an extremely intelligent and well-informed Frenchmen, M. bert 
who will reach Lake Success about October 20, and I have a 
that you would be on his track to take him out to dinner as soon 
as possible. 














The last piece of news - the appointment of a man, whose 
mame escapes me momentarily, who was in charge of Japanese re- 
location in the U.S., to take over Staunton Griffiths' work and 
re-organise UNRPR on a works project her than a relief basis, 
is an interesting anticipation of the recommendations of the 
Survey party. In our more cynical moods, it looks as though the 
Arab sta’ will be rehabilitated by Ameri@a’ providing the dollars, 
Israel providing the labour by driving it out, and all the rest 
of us sell: our unsaleable war surplus, Five-percenters in 
Washington will be small beer compared with the twenty-five-per- 
centers we can expect in Cairo. 














I hope you enjoyed your holiday, which I have envied you, 
and it is certainly time I had a wort trom you. , 


Warm Greetings 


Elfan Rees. 
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ER/IP 
Confidential 
22nd august, 1949 


kr. Joseph Mi, Levy, , 
451 West Bnd Avenue, 
| New York 24, ¥ 


Hy me afl 


Thad s fairly good time in Lausanne two days lest week, 
I think very little is happening in Paul Porter's absence. 
After an initial wave of optimism, there is a growing feeling 
of pessimism, My own feeling is that the various delegations 
of the Vonoilfation Commission are now at & atage where they 
gan get sufficiently close together to arrive at a settlement. 
Unfortunately, if they have the backing of their Governments, 
for such a settlement, their Governments would lose the backing 
of their people. It 4s one of those situations where official 
representatives are in advance of public opinion in their 
respective countries. 








Neither Zgypt nor Iraq koows the truth about the war, and 
what ise reasonable settlement would presumably look like 
eiving away the fruits of victory, and they and the other states 
of the league seém bound to stand pat on the partition plan. 
Meanwhile, Gen Gurion is not so happy at home thet he can after) 
to make any more concessions than he has offered so far, It is 
interesting to find that the demise of Zeim seems in no way to 
have affected the stehding of the Syrian delegation. Indead its 
Head is now somewhat more importent as hie father is the new 
President. 


The main thing to report of e specific MR: 27.7 tare 
now seems Clear for the evacuation of the Jewish in 


Sgypt, Those that are left heve teen transferred again from 
Upper Seypt back to Hukstep, and they may leave at any time, 
They ars all being accepted into Israel, ané there do not seem 
to be any major Gifficuities. I verified thet their families 
may Aocompany them, and the only snag seems to be that the 
question of compensation for their capitel assets "will have to 
remain a matter for inclusion within any lerger settlement." 
However, we did not expect that they could teke much with them 
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Arazi (probably mis-spelt), who used’ to represent JAP in 
Syria, is a very likeable and able PRO to the Israeli delegations 
Their own assesment to me is that they are not now too deeply 
anxious about the minority in Sgypt, that they can make no guess 
as to the future in syria, although in faet for reasons of His 
own daim had ssemed to be easing up the pressure. ‘They did, by Sut 
the way, assure me that there wére now no Jewish state employes. 
Their a major concern in that area is in Iraq, where they. 
egeres your assesment of the seriousness of the situation 
where they aver that exit is the only solution, but that meanwhile 
both Britain and france could heip by a change of attitude. 
I a@very glad to find that not only the Head of the Lebanese 
delegation but also that of Transjordania is a Ckristien, end I | 


hope to see more of them this week. 


This is just to keep you au courent with what 1s happening, 
Perhaps you will save us trouble by showing this to Edgar some | 
\> 


ot tte 


5 
Ls 


= Elfan Hees. 
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16th august, 1949 


aie. Joseph Levy, 
451 West and sve. , 
New York, 24, oY. 


iy dear Joe, 


You will remember the cable we sent to Paul Ruegger from 
few York, «I am now enclosing for your information a copy of 
@ nome Specific reply and heve also pent one to lidgar. 


Unless you two eve other views, I propose to raise the 
matter Iomediately with the Israeli delegation to the Conoiliation 
Gonmiasion, with the request that these people should be admitted 
to aerar as 4 matter of emprgency, } Z| pf 
#4. vate ft I~ Abe 7 Mayne: Ca vig ee er! 


¥ Yours ever, 


z ’ 
ee 
heave Gots am 





Sifan Rees. 














Comité International de la Croix-Rouge 
Geneva, Aucust 2nd, 1949 





Mr. Elfan Ret 








Dear Sir, 


We beg to refer to your cable of June 6 and M. Ruegger's 
reply of June 13, regarding a number of Jowish civilian internees 
in Egypt. 


We immediately acquainted our Cairo dele, 
about these internees, end our representative has now replied. 
Writing on July 4, tells us the Egyptian Authorities are them 
anxious to have these internees leave the country. 





@ of your concern 








Our delegate adds that all Jewish ciyilien internees of 
foreign parentage, or who were able to acquire the nationality 
of some other country, have already left Egypt, chiefly for 
Italy and France. The Zewish internees who are either Egyptian 
nationals, or stateléss persors have not yet had the seme 
Opportunity, but it would seem, upon inquiry in responsible 
quarters, that these, too, will finally be enabled to leave 
Egypt. 


Yours faithfully, 


BE. de BONDSLI 


Division des prisonniers 
internésset givils, 











462 Yost id ives y 
Now York 24, N.Y % %: 
, dese. ‘ 


‘Dear Elfen, Fs f 

(Be. John Slawson snd I wer delighted with your letter of = |. 
‘pauat late Tt wns most gratifying to loom that the World Gounetd 
of Churches has agreed to take ® doop intoroat in the problems 

Naturally {t would have been 90 mich better tf you had been 
able to Lonye tn September, but I underatend your ai tuations Your 
departure, for the Middlo Rest in early October will be agreontle 
to DrsSlawaon. We sincerely hope thet your trip will te erowed 
with Wig stocéss. 

Dom leaving on a vory alee: veoation in Maine after having 
mweltored botwoan New York and Washington throughout an unusually 
hot an® teimid sete. I expect to de back in New York stout dnquet, 
28th when oa hope to fina another letter from you ‘tplling tie whom 

: you have goon it Lausanne and how things are faring thore, Please 

@on't forget, your promie to write “at least one « forintsht™, 
With most cordial regards from Dr. Slawson anit Esther, “te A 

hore! aa yours tmily, i 




















% gr Joseph ls Levy, x 


























PROM Josevh Me Levy 
0: Dr. Joseph Jo Schwarts f 

Purthert’o our econverantion this morning I would Like to 4 
eall your attention to the catastrophe that has befallen a substant! al “ 
number of Jerish families in Damascus, Syris, ¥hen a bomb exploded in 
a synagomie tsexe on Priday, August 5th. 4 

Whtle there are no acourate reports, ef tier officiel or unofficials 
as-to tha tunbop OF Jewish fmitlios affected, it to generally belfeved, 
according to reports from various sources, that 12 Jews are dead end 
about 24 infured, some of whom may be tinimed for life. As renult there 
aye nbdut 50 on 26 towteh fentlies deprived of their source of live — 
Lnooa. 

Itta surgested thet the JDG grant on additions] mount to the 
monthly contribution for Syria in order to help those newly bereaved 
nnd dest! tute ferilies, They are certainly deserving of relief and 


. 


asaietances 


imguat 11, 19496 
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ER/sP 


Ist August, 1949, 


ee de 
" Que ae: 
I am sorry that it took me a week of conferences before 

I-can settle down to deal with correspondence. I had rather 
brief but encouraging diseussions,in london. It was in a way 
unfortunate that the very day I was there, Bevin opened a 
conference of British ministers in the various Middle Zast 
countries, and everybody was too busy to see me. Hector 
MacNeill took over the chairmanship later, and as he is due. 
back here quite shortly, we will have time for more leisurely 
discussion. I managed to secure a full list of our present 
representation in our various embassies and legations, and 
enelose & copy for your private information. 


Perhaps the best news is thet when I returned to Geneva, 
I discussed the project in which we are interested with 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft, the General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, Somewhat to my surprise, he expressed most cordial 
gereement with the proposal, subject to certain caveats, which 
I think will please you ana your friends. It was his view that 
this task ought to be undertaken, and ought to be undertaken by 
us, but that it should be part of e lerger survey of the total 
situation. My people therefore are willing that I should go to 
the liddle ast in the name of the World Council and rsport, 
advise, and where necessary act, on the over-all Arab-Jewish 
problem, It will be implicit in my terns of reference thet I 
should give all the attention necessary to the Jewish minorities 
issues, which are your special concern. In order to emphasise 
the official and comprehensive character of my visit, my own 
people would wish to share in the expenses of the mission - 
actually they would like to bear the whole burden, but as I 
think I explained to you, our resources are so limited that this 
is impossible, I am very encouraged by all this, as I think 
it will meet one of the important points you yourself made, and 
will not lay me open to the charge of visiting the Middle fast 
solely as the enissary of the alge. 


The only snag is that of timing, as a variety of circum 
stances now makes it impossible for me to go before the early 
pert of October, I do not think this matters too much: a good 
deal is happening at the moment which may change the situation 
slightly, and in any case, a great number of the people whom it 
is important to see are not at the moment at their posts. By 
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going later, I will have more time to lay my plens, and make 
preliminary contacts, and will be able to stay longer - indeed 
to stay until we have explored svery possible chance of action. 


The Gonciliation Commission has re-assenbled at Lausanne, 

and there seems to be a good deal more emphasis on conciliation 
than there was under Mark Ztheridge's chairmanship, I propose 

to spend as mich tims as possible there this month, and will 

take every opportunity to make friends with those who will be 
useful to me in the autumn, particularly emongst the representatives 
of the Arab Statés. 


For the moment that is the position. I will make a point 
of reporting any developments to you, at least once a fortnight. 
Perhaps you will be kind enough to discuss this letter with 

John Slawson, and let me know if this unavoidable change‘of plans 
is generally acceptable. 


Ny warm greetings to Esther and all our friends, 


My 2 


Hlfan Rees. 


P.3. Iam also enclosing for you a copy of the report of the 
Committee on Church Property in Palestine, which I mentioned in 
New York. 


Mr. Joseph Levy, 
Appt. 8D, 

451 West End Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 











Ambassadors - Seypt Sir Ronald Campbell 
Traq Sir Henry Mack 
Saudi-Arabiae lr. A, C. Trott 
Ethiopia Mr. D, W. Lascelles 


Ministers in Beirut ur. 3, Houston-Soswell 





to Trans jordan Sir Alec Kirkbride 


to Israel Sir Knox Helm 


Head of Sastern Department, forsign Offices - Mr. Michael Wright 


Head of British Middle fast office - Sir John Troutbeck. 











REPORT 
of 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHURCH PROPERTY IN PALESTINE, May 1949. 


The Conmmittes has to report that, following onthe verbal 
report’to last General Assembiy, representations were made te the 
Colonial Office, the Foreign Office, the British Consul General 
at Haifa, the Jewish Agency and the Arab Lesgue concerning Church 
of Scotland properties in Palestine. Full details were given of 
these properties, end their values, and the various parties to 
whon representation was mads ware asked to do-all in their power 
to eg Church of Scotland property. Favourable replies were 
recsived. 


The properties about which representations were made are as 
Tollows:- 
TATPA. 


&) Tabseths School and Memorisi House - Property owned by Jewish 
Mission Comittoa. 


b) Abarbanel Street Mission - Property on leuse to Jewish Mission 
Committee. 


¢) Germany Church = Property bended over to care of the Rev. A, 
Scott Morrison in 1939 und used for Church of Scotland services - 
Property registered with Custodian of Enemy Property. 

TIBERIAS. 


@) Church, Manse ang Halls - Property owned by Jewish Mission 
Committee. 


b) Hospital properties and residences = roperty owned by Jewish 
Mission Committee, 


SAFAD. 


@) Church snd Mission House (now deatroysd) - Property owned by 
Jewish Mission Committ 


b) Ford House - Property owned by Jewish Mission Committee. 


HAIFA 
German Church, Manse and Compound - Property hsnded over to the 








Rev. J. Patersop in 1939, and used for Churoh of Seotland services - 


Property registered with Custodian of Inemy Property. 


JERUSALEM 


a) St. Andrew's Church and Hospice ~ Property owned by the Committes 
on the Scote Memorial, Jerusalem (St. Andrew's Church and Hospice) 


b) Manse - Leased from the Greek Patriarchate. 


All these properties are in areas now administered by the 
Israeli Government, 











aco 


ts 3: 5 


After the departure from Palestine of the British Administration 
in May 1948 information was recelved that the Tabeetha School, Jaffa, 
and the Church and Hospital Buildings at Tiberias were under the 
Red Cross flag, the Jaffa property beine used for refugees and the 
Chureh and Hospital buildings at Tiberias for hospital purposes. 

The Church and Mission Building et Safad was destroyed in the 
fighting which took plece there, and no official informtion was 
obtainable concerning tus other Safad property belonging to the 
Chureh (Ford House) which was on lease to the Government of Palestine 
#8 auxiliary hospital premises, The St. Andrew's Church and Hospice, 
Jerusalem, remained in Church possession throughout the past year. 
The Abarbanel Street property at Jaffa was bombed and, after 
evacnstion- ty the Church of Scotland personnel, oecupled by refugees. 
The German Churches at Haifa and Jaffa were used throughout the year 
for Church of Sootland services. 


In December 1948 information was received that the lutheran 
World Federstion was miking general representations concerning 
German ‘property richts in Palestine to the Seoretery General of 
the United Nations. Tuese included the futuré ownership and use 
of the German Cliurches et Heifa end Jaffa. 





The Churches’ Comaission on International Affairs (formed by 
the World Council of Churches and the International Missi 

Council) also submitte4 s Memorandum on Church properties in 
Palostine t. the Yalted Nations, and wes informed that approach 
should also be mage to the Government of Israel, It is not known 
what, if any, action toe United lations ie likely to take in response 
to these approaches. 





Ih the meuntime the Committee te taking advantage of the contact 
which has beca established between the Jewlsh Mission Comrittee and 
the Isreell representrtives in London. In February 1949 the Jewish 
Mission Oogmittee of the General Assembly was in communication with 
the Israeil represent:tives tn london regarding the possibility of a 
retura to work in Palustine ang received permission to send represent- 
atives to Palestine to negotiate concerning the resumption of work. 
The Rev. A. Scott Morrison was sent out at the end of February under 
the euspices of the Jawish Mission Committee and the Scots Memorial, 
Jerusalem Committee, end kindly agreed to investigate the position 
of 211 Church properties in Palestine and to report. 


Report on Position of Proverti at 17th May 1949 


Mr. A, Scott Morrison has reported that the Tabsetha Senool 
property st Jaffa has been returned to the Church of Seotland and 
that the way 1a open for resumed’work. The Abarbanel Street 
property is at present occupied by refugees. The Israeli authorities 
are ready to return the Chueh and Hospital properties at Tiberias, 
but they have required the return of Dr. H. W. Torrance to complete 
the negotiations, Dr, Torrance returned to Palestine on 1st May and 
his report is awaited, At Safad, the Church and Mission House has, 
been destroyed and the Ford House is in the hands of the Jewish 
authorities and some Jewish immigrants are quartered there meantime. 





The Scottigh Church and Hospice and Manse st Jerusalem are 
all substantially sound although considerable demage has been 
sustained. In regard to the German lutheran Church properties at 
Haifa und Jaffa, negotiations are being continued, 


There seems, therefore, svery proppect that all properties 
actually belonging to the Church of Scotland will be returned before 
the autumn. 


The Comittee desires to place on recogrd its great indebtedness 
to Mr. A. Scott Morrison for the valuable services rendered to the 
Church in this mutter and for his detslled report. The Conmittes 
Gesiree also to acknowledge the helpful co-operation of the Israeli 
authorities and, in particular, the Isracli Ministry of Religions. 





J. FREDERICK STEACTAN, Convenor, 
R. CLAPRANE MAGANIA, Hon, Seorstary, 














In view of the vast problem facing Jewish inhabitants 
of the Arab countries, it 1s highly important from the point 
of view.of the American Jewish Committee that the person heading 
the Department of Middle East and African Affeirs of the State 
Department be friendly and sympathetic to our cat 

The present incumbent of that position, Joseph C. 
Satterthwaite, 1s such a person, Whenever he has been able 
to be helpful within the limits of his diplomatic restric- 


tions he has not failed to do so. In connection with the 
A, 





mission of the 
the Middle East, to distribute funds for the J.D.C., Dr. 
Chandler will also report on the conditions confronting the 


‘ev. Dr. H.S. Chandler who is proceeding to 


Jews there, 

Being a Foreign Service officer he may not remain 
in the State Department in Washington longer than four years 
at a time, after which period he is assigned to a foreign 
post, Mr. Satterthwaite's four years expire in September of 
this year and it is highly probable that the person tho will 
replace him will be his present deputy, Mr. Raymond Hare. 
While Mr. Hare is, to all intents and purposes, a pleasant 
and-affable. gentleman, he thrives on red tape and bureaucracy. 
Should he replace Mr. Satterthwaite our chances of obtaining 
any special help from him are next to nil. f 

It is imperative, therefore, that everything possible 
be done to retain Joseph Satterthwaite in charge of Middle 
East and African Affairs beyond the expifation of his four 
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year term. Since it is almost a certainty that an Assistant- 
Secretaryship will be created for Middle East and African 
Affairs it might be suggest to the President and to the 
Secretary of State that he is best qualified for the post. 





I have observed that the Jews who have fared best in Egypt under present 
conditions are those who have the closest financial and commercial asso- 
ciation with Arabe ‘That leads me to suggest a principle of more general 
application, i.e,, that Jewish commercial and financial interests in the 
United States should be encouraged to make larg jleals h Egypt 
‘and to use their economic influence to secure a favorable solution of the 
Jewish problems 


‘Three suggestions come to mind immediately. First, each year Egypt has a 
quote of 000 bales of cotton which the United States will permit to be 
imported. the finanoing of this annual cotton business could be handled 

by Jewish bankers in the United Ste’ 














Second, the Egyptian Governnont 4s in need of a dollar loan, The possi- 
bility of getting this advanced by Jewish banking interests in the United 
States should be explored, 





Third, Egypt wishes to invite independent of] interests to participate in 
the exploitation of the Sinai di oil. If any Jewish interests oxist 
among the so-called *outaiders," 1, ¢., the smaller ofl companies with 
which Egypt wishes to do business, they should be encouraged to look into 
the situation, 





Any or all of the foregoing could serve the purpose of establishing Jewish 
prestige in Egypt and permit effective private pressure to be exerted in 
the Jewish interest: 





I make one further suggestion in connection with the above, James ll. Landis, 
special envoy of the United States in the Near East during the war, enjoys 
tromendous prestige there, He 1s now in private busine a lawyer and 
economic consultant, In thy view he would be an exosllent person to act as 
intermediary to develop the financial and commercial ventures suggested 
here. 


The only other point I wish to make is that the possibility of a triangular 
arrangenent under which Israel could participate in the foregoing should be 
explored as well. 








